What you need to know about the

Ethics and Professional Skills module (EPSM)

Introduction

EPSM is an online learning module that tests your decision making and behaviour
in a number of real-world business scenarios. It is an essential part of the ACCA
qualification, helping to increase your employability and workplace effectiveness.

You'll work through 10 units that develop the critical workplace skills employers are
looking for.

Each unit is designed to help you become a confident, trusted finance professional
with a skill set that includes problem solving, digital skills, communication and
negotiation. And these skills will all help you achieve exam success in your Strategic
Professional exams.
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Strategic Professional
Essentials Options (pick 2)

Advanced Audit
and Assurance (AAA)

Advanced Performance
Management (APM)

Strategic Business
Leader (SBL)

Advanced Financial Advanced Taxation
Management (AFM) (ATX)

Strategic Business
Reporting (SBR)

Ethics and Professional Skills module (EPSM)
EPSM prepares you for the Strategic Professional exams as
well as providing you with the skills needed to become a
trusted finance professional in today’s digital world.

Applied Skills

Think Ahead

EPSM will:

Develop your ethical knowledge.

Develop your understanding of professional
skills and how to demonstrate professionalism.

Prepare you for how ethics and professional
skills will be tested in Strategic Professional

‘ Students who
complete EPSM
are up to 25%
more likely to
pass Strategic
Business Leader.

Based on September and
December 2018 exam results

exams. Note, professional skills marks are

awarded in every Strategic Professional
exam (with 20% of marks in SBL awarded
for professional skills).

Links to useful resources:

B EPSM syllabus
(B = FAQs on EPSM

B EPSM benefits video

EPSM knowledge in Strategic Professional exams

EXAMPLE OF APPLICATION OF EPSM KNOWLEDGE

SBL

SBR

AFM

APM

ATX

Unit 7: Data analytics explains how you can use commercial awareness to articulate business
questions, identify and manipulate relevant data and deeply analyse such data by applying
appropriate techniques. The SBL exam may require you to analyse a business which is losing
or gaining competitive advantage.

Unit 4: Commercial awareness focusses on analysis and evaluation, which is relevant to
multiple syllabus areas of SBR. For example, when discussing the arguments for or against,
or discussing the application of the qualitative characteristics of financial statements, you will
need to draw upon professional skills relating to analysis and evaluation.

Unit 3: Innovation and scepticism - scepticism is an important skill in financial management,
particularly when advising clients or senior management of the viability of potential
investments, as you may be asked to do in the AFM exam.

Unit 4: Commercial Awareness — performance management is an area that is dependent
upon the situation and environment presented. You will be able to draw upon the skills
gained in this unit to ensure you relate the points you make to the information given in the
question scenario of the APM exam.

Unit 6: Communication - a tax professional will be required to communicate with a variety
of audiences in a clear and tactful way. This could include a client who may need something
clearly explained to them, or a tax officer who needs to have important information or
corroborating evidence supplied to them.

Unit 1: Ethics and professionalism may introduce ethical dilemmas and issues which finance
professionals might face at work. The AAA exam may introduce ethical issues or a moral
dimension into a technical requirement.


https://www.accaglobal.com/content/dam/ACCA_Global/Students/EPSM/EPSM%20syllabus%20290419.pdf
https://www.accaglobal.com/uk/en/help/faq-ethics.html
https://play.webvideocore.net/popplayer.php?it=6gnbx0eeqrcw&is_link=1&w=720&h=405&pause=1&title=3A65413E-7503-4DF1-94A7-CA2A3EEE174D&skin=3&repeat=&brandNW=1&start_volume=100&bg_gradient1=%23ffffff&bg_gradient2=%23e9e9e9&fullscreen=1&fs_mode=2&skinAlpha=50&colorBase=%23000000&colorIcon=%23ffffff&colorHighlight=%235cbbf5&direct=false&no_ctrl=&auto_hide=1&viewers_limit=0&cc_position=bottom&cc_positionOffset=70&cc_multiplier=0.03&cc_textColor=%23ffffff&cc_textOutlineColor=%23ffffff&cc_bkgColor=%23000000&cc_bkgAlpha=0.1&image=https%3A%2F%2Fstatic1.webvideocore.net%2Fi%2Fstores%2F2%2Fitems%2Fbg%2Fa%2Fa2%2Fa2c162507ffbadbf34089c41d03284c4.jpg&mainBg_Color=%23ffffff&aspect_ratio=16%3A9

